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Sacred Heart Catholic Church

A Letter From Our Pastor

As I write this reflection
on the year, which
ended July first, I am
hearing and seeing on
television about the
new phenomenon of
Pokémon Go. There

seem to be many who
are spending hours
chasing after imagi-
nary figures. How I
wish people would
pursue the true per-
son of Jesus Christ
with equal interest
and vigor!

Luke Gregory has
now completed his
first year as Director
of Lifelong Faith For-
mation. His youthful
enthusiasm is conta-
gious, and we are

glad that he and
Teresa—married just
last August— have
purchased a home
here.

The staff works hard

and puts in long hours

to serve our church
and community in so
many ways. Deacon
Dan is a great bless-
ing to us. How fortu-
nate we are that he is
here at Sacred Heart
serving us all so gen-
erously and humbly.

I thank the parish for
the celebration of my
35th anniversary of
priestly ordination.
Having sundaes on
Sunday is a fine tradi-
tion to advance! Your

kindness and greet-
ings are greatly ap-

preciated Inside this issue:

This has been a chal- Note from Deacon Dan

lenging year for me

. Church Life Commission
personally with four

hospitalizations and

Liturgy Commission
three surgeries. I EA

have recovered well

. Stewardship Commission
and again express my

thanks for your sup-
port, cards, prayers,

Faith Formation

and well wishes along

. NCYC & Faith Journey
the way. I especially

want to acknowledge

Sacramental Prep
Deacon Dan who has

been so helpful with
the various visiting

Social Action Commission

priests who have

St . Family Life Commission
been filling in while I

was mending. Building & Grounds

The time last fall when

I was home from the SHARE Preschool

hospital— and well
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enough to celebrate
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Fr. Reynolds on
Palm Sunday

. . may the re-
maining months
of the Holy Year of
Mercy be an
opportunity for
you to experience
and share the
wondrous mercy
of our most kind
and generous
God.

A Letter From Our Pastor, cont’d...

cious Blood when cele-
brating Mass. Our
bishop was most kind
and helpful during this
time, which was rather
emotional for me.

Know also that your
kindness, interest, and
prayers were greatly
appreciated during my
recent knee replace-
ment. Following the sur-
gery I came to appreci-
ate that PT (physical
therapy) in reality stands
for “pain and torture.” I
received wonderful care
here in Newton and am
relieved that I am pro-
gressing so well. Your
prayers are helping!

The major physical plant

A Note From Our Deacon

Dear Sacred Heart
Family,

I recently began reading
a book written by Robert

Ava Marie Schuler Baptism

improvement in the par-
ish is the new handi-
capped entrance to
McCann Center. It is so
nice finally to have an
entrance to our facility
that is handicapped ac-
cessible. McCann Cen-
ter looks so much better
with the new entrance.
The dark metal provides
a nice contrast against
the blond brick.

The other addition that is
so lovely is the stained
glass above the church
doors . Thanks to a fam-
ily in the parish for mak-
ing this donation.

May you enjoy God’s
abundant blessings in
2016-2017 and may the

M. Haddad titled 1001
Reasons Why It’s Great
To Be Catholic. His book
is a compilation of one
liners and short graphs
of what the title tells us,
why it is great to be Ca-
tholic. No doubt there
are many more that 1001
reasons. To me there is
one more — Sacred Heart
Parish in Newton, Iowa.

We are all blessed to be
a part of our Sacred
Heart Parish Family. I
can’t tell you how many
times this past year I ha-
ve had people say to me
when speaking about
challenges they are en-
countering in their lives,

~

remaining months of the
Holy Year of Mercy be
an opportunity for you to
experience and share
the wondrous mercy of
our most kind and gen-
erous God.

We have a wonderful
parish here at Sacred
Heart. It is a pleasure to
serve as your pastor.
May the Lord richly
bless us in our service to
God and His Church.

Sincerely in Christ,

Lo €. L

Very Rev. William E.
Reynolds

“I’'m not sure what I
would have done without
my faith or my parish
family.” Those words
should affirm all of you
as the Sacred Heart Pa-
rish Family. Sometimes
we have no idea how we
might be “parish family”
to someone in need.

This past year I contin-
ued to have the opportu-
nity to serve the pastoral
needs of many in differ-
ent ways. In addition to
the weekend and some
daily liturgies, I have
assisted with funeral
planning, funerals, vigil
services, marriage

preparation, and have /
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continued to make hos-
pital and care center vis-
its.

Along with the commis-
sions that serve us here
at Sacred Heart, we have
two committees that are
active in our parish: the
Vocations Committee
and the Strong Catholic
Families: Strong Catholic
Youth Committee.

The Vocations Commit-
tee was formed a few
years ago and continued
its work this past year to
nurture and encourage
vocations in the parish.
We continue to pray the
vocations prayer as a
parish community on the
first weekend of each
month. Committee mem-
ber Deb Corlew re-
cruited prayer leaders
for each month. It is
great to see so many of
our parishioners leading
us in prayer. Thank you
for saying yes to Deb’s
request. The response to
staying for just a few mi-
nutes after Mass to pray
for vocations has been
excellent. On each of
those same first wee-
kends, a book/CD re-
view written by librarian
Kay Fisher has been pu-
blished in the bulletin.

In a special effort to en-
courage and support the
Diocese of Davenport’s
seminarians we suppor-
ted the Diocese’s Serra
Club’s program, “Adopt
a Seminarian.” Cards

o

with information about
each of the seminarians
were available in the
gathering space for se-
veral weekends giving
us an opportunity to se-
lect a seminarian that we
would pray for and com-
municate with throug-
hout the year.

On special occasions
throughout the year
greeting cards were sent
from Sacred Heart Parish
to the 13 seminarians
currently studying to be
priests for the Diocese of
Davenport. In recogni-
tion of the World Day of
Prayer for Vocations on
April 17» the Vocations
Committee members
and hospitality ministers
distributed prayer cards
to those attending the
weekend Masses.

The Vocations Commit-
tee would like to thank
and recognize the

A Note From Our Deacon, cont’d...

Knights of Columbus for
once again sponsoring
the Altar Server Appre-
ciation Trip to an Iowa
Cubs game. Several
Members of the Knights
served as drivers and
chaperones.

Last fall a core group
from Sacred Heart at-
tended a Strong Catholic
Families: Strong Catholic
Youth presentation held
at Saint Anthony Parish
in Knoxville. Strong
Catholic Families: Strong
Catholic Youth is an ini-
tiative that is encour-
aged and supported by
the Diocese of Daven-
port. It developed as the
result of the National
Study on Youth and Re-
ligion that revealed the
following:

1) The single most im-
portant influence on the
spiritual and religious
lives of adolescents is

Easter Sunday Mass
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Deacon Dan at the
Easter Vigil

“I’m not sure what
Iwould have done

without my faith or
my parish family,”
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their parents.

2) When compared with
other denominations
Catholics ranked lower
in terms of living and
practicing their faith.

3) Teens that are en-
gaged in the life of their
Church “do better in
life.”

4) We as Catholics need
to renew our focus to
nurture and form our
families as Domestic
Churches.

Presentation of the gifts
at Sunday Morning Mass

Why would we not want
all of the teens in our

ghttehSt;‘?ng i1 parish to “do better in
atholic family life” by being engaged
Strong Catholic in and supported by our

Youth Committee
continues to meet
to explore ways
Sacred Heart
Parish can support
all of our families
young and old.

parish? Why would we
not want to help all of
our Sacred Heart fami-
lies develop their Do-
mestic Church and sup-
port them as they raise
their children? With the
support of Father Re-
ynolds and the work of
the Strong Catholic Fa-

Eucharistic Ministers on Easter Sunday

milies: Strong Catholic
Youth Committee the
groundwork was laid for
us to build upon in the
coming years.

On April 23+ and 24* Fa-
ther Reynolds and I pre-
sented the Strong Catho-
lic Families: Strong Ca-
tholic Youth initiative at
the weekend Masses. All
present that weekend
were invited to take part
in a survey that asked
the participants to ex-
press what they might
need from the parish to
assist them in providing
for the spiritual needs of
their families. That wee-
kend we also gave every
family the Strong Catho-
lic Families: Strong Ca-
tholic Youth Family Faith
Resource Booklet. This
resource booklet is filled
with very practical ways
to immerse our faith into
our everyday family life.
If you did not receive a
booklet, there are still
some available in the
gathering
space.

On May 5,
2016, Fa-
ther Jake
Greiner,
former
pastor of
* Saint An-
4 thony in
& Knoxville
facilitated
% a follow-
% Up meet-
L ing at Sa-
cred

~

A Note From Our Deacon, cont’d ...

Heart with the goal of
helping those in atten-
dance to discern the re-
sults of the survey and to
set priorities for the fu-
ture.

To help us all build our
domestic churches and
practice our faith at
home the committee has
been publishing a Do-
mestic Church Chal-
lenge in the bulletin and
on Facebook. The Strong
Catholic Families: Strong
Catholic Youth Commit-
tee continues to meet to
explore ways Sacred
Heart Parish can support
all of our families young
and old. Please watch
the bulletin and Face-
book for future informa-
tion about this exciting
initiative.

Thank you for your con-
tinued support and
prayers. I look forward
to another year with you
at Sacred Heart. If there
is anything I can assist
you with, please never
hesitate to give me a
call.

May God continue to
bless you and your fam-
ily.

/

L Ll és//;”é/v

Deacon Dan

/
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Church Life Commission

The goal of the Church
Life Commission is to
create opportunities to
expand ministries that
involve all members of
the parish. We hope to
help each individual de-
velop stronger bonds
within the parish, dean-
ery, and diocese, and to
make Jesus Christ the
center of all activities
within this Christian
community.

Looking back at the last
year, our comimission
was very busy. Our
most recent accomplish-
ment was Vacation Bible
School. We couldn’t
have done it alone and
are grateful that we had
over 35 volunteers to
help. Our theme was
Cathletics, which rein-
forced the idea that we
are all Champions of
Christ. We decorated
McCann Center with the
Olympic colors and
rings. The kids hung
medals with their God
sightings along the
Olympic Wall. We had
62 kids participate, and
thanks to some fundrais-
ing efforts and donations
it was free for every
child to attend. It was a
fabulous week, and the
helpers had as much fun
as the kids.

In February we had our
annual Mardi Gras cele-
bration, which was once

again a big hit. This year

we had Dueling Pianos

\for our entertainment

and had 149 people in
attendance. The Dueling
Pianos helped us with a
fight-song fundraiser,
which was very profit-
able and fun. (Iowa State
came away with the vic-
tory this year!) We also
held a dessert auction,
which was a huge suc-
cess thanks to all those
who donated a dessert.
The meal was catered by
Country Catering and
was very delicious. The
youth served the meals
and were a big help in
the kitchen. The pro-
ceeds from this event
went to fund Vacation
Bible School to make it
free for every child to
attend. A portion of the
proceeds went to the
youth as they played a
big part in making this
event a success. We
have had many requests
to keep that tradition

alive, so buy your tickets
early next spring!

A Trunk-or-Treat was
held on the Friday night
before Halloween. We
had many volunteers
decorate the trunks of
their cars and hand out
candy to children
dressed in Halloween
costumes. There were
pizza and dessert for
everyone to enjoy. It
was a fun family event;
we plan to do the same
this fall, so come join us
this Halloween for some
games and laughter.

The Church Life Com-
mission along with Fam-
ily Life hosted the annual
pool party at Maytag
Park in early July. We
started the night off with
a nice potluck dinner
and then made our way
down to the pool. We
had a great turnout and
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¢1916
Lynnette Miller
passes out candy at
Trunk or Treat

We hope to help
each individual
develop stronger
bonds within the
parish, deanery,
and diocese, and
to make Jesus
Christ the center
of all activities
within this Chris-
tian community.
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Brooke & Mylie Soppe
at the First Communion
Reception

We were delighted
to learn from the
results that
stewardship
values definitely
have been infused
throughout our
parish.

N

Church Life, cont’d. ..

hope to do the same next
year.

Our group has many fun
activities planned for the
upcoming year and hope
that many of you will
take part in the fun. Our
annual events are Mardi
Gras, Vacation Bible

Church Life Commission Ministries

School, the pool party,
and Trunk-or-Treat. We
are planning a new
event this year. Around
Advent time we will have
a family Polar Express
Night, so stay tuned for
details. Church Life also
designs and puts to-

~

gether a church direc-
tory every five years and
hosts some soup suppers
throughout the year.

The Church Life Com-
mission meets on the
first Wednesday of the
month at 5:30 p.m.

Come join us!

Communications Ministry
Funeral Dinners
Reception/Office Ministry
Mardi Gras

Friday & Sunday Coffee Hosts
Monthly Potluck Luncheon
Parish Receptions Ministry
Trunk or Treat

Liturgy Commission

The Liturgy Commission
had many wonderful
events take place this
year. The choir contin-
ued to provide excellent
music for our liturgical
services while experi-
encing change in leader-
ship, saying goodbye to

\ Bishop Martin Amos after the Jubilee Year of Mercy Mass

Tom Netzel as he and his
wife Kathy moved to Ari-
zona. We have been
blessed to welcome
aboard Ms. Virginia Ben-
nett as our new choir
director and organist.
She has done a marvel-
ous job thus far during
her time with us!

When the liturgi-
cal seasons
change, we have
many volunteers
working long
hours to make the
church an inspi-
rational environ-
ment with sea-
sonal decorations
and banners. We
had two training
sessions for new
or recommis-
sioned Extraordi-
nary Ministers of
Holy Communion
with 20 individu-

als taking part. Their
names were submitted to
Bishop Amos and were
approved. Having been
commissioned over sev-
eral weekends in May
and June, they will serve
a three-year term. The
Liturgy Commission also
had two trainings for
new altar servers this
year and offered oppor-
tunities for both adult
men and women inter-
ested in becoming altar
servers. From the train-
ings, there were seven
youth trained as altar
servers. The commis-
sion has put a new first-
aid kit on the premises,
and it is located in the
kitchen in McCann Cen-
ter. During the winter
months the Saturday
Mass time was changed
from 5:30 p.m. to 4:00

p-m., and this will conj
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tinue for next year as
well.

This past December 7 on
the Vigil of the Immacu-
late Conception, we
were blessed to have
been able to open the
Jubilee Year of Mercy
with our very own
Bishop Martin Amos who

Liturgy, cont’d ...

came to Sacred Heat to
celebrate Mass. Are-
ception followed the
Mass. We are looking
forward to the fall as we
get ready to welcome
the Grinnell Deanery
Mercy Team to Sacred
Heart on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15, at 7:00 p.m.
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The team will provide a
time of Eucharistic Ado-
ration, preaching from a
deacon from our dean-
ery, and an opportunity
to receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation if one
desires to go afterwards.

Liturgy Commission Ministries

Extraordinary Ministers
Accompanist

Adult Choir

Sacristan

Home Visitor

Rosary

Hospitality / Greeter / Usher
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Lector

Altar Server

Song Leader/Cantor
Liturgical Environment
Stations of the Cross
Prison Ministry

Lenten Holy Hour Devotion

Lector Steve Mullan

. . on the Vigil of
the Immaculate
Conception, we

The members of the Sa-
cred Heart Stewardship
Commission delight in
discovering ways to fos-
ter and to support stew-
ardship as a way of life
in our parish family. The
2015-2016 fiscal year has
been abundant with op-
portunity!

Our first order of busi-
ness for the new year
was to host a 65™ birth-
day celebration for our
very own Fr. Reynolds.
The event on July 2,
2015, included Mass and
a potluck following. Our
parish has some wonder-
ful pie bakers (Father’s
favorite is pie!), and we

\were grateful these bak-

Stewardship Commission

ers were willing to share
their talents with us!

During the summer of
2015 we
also com-
pleted a
steward-
ship in-
ventory
for the
parish. We
were de-
lighted to
learn from
the results
that stew-
ardship
values
definitely
have been
infused
through-

were blessed to
have been able to

open the Jubilee
Year of Mercy
with our very own
out our parish. As amat-  Bishop Martin
ter of fact, stewardship Amos

has become such a

Wl
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strong piece in our cul-
ture that it truly is a way
of life for Sacred Heart.
The survey also encour-
aged us to explore pos-
sibilities for growing
even stronger in this as-
pect of our Christian dis-
cipleship. We offered
the small group series,
Exploring the Life of
Stewardship. Our learn-
ing continues. Stay
tuned as we challenge
ourselves and you, our
brothers and sisters, to
move even deeper into
the stewardship adven-
ture.

Bruce & Karen Hoff-
meier & Lee Zmolek at
the Appreciation Brunch

. . stewardship
has become such a
strong piece in our
culture that it truly
is a way of life for
Sacred Heart.

The Annual Diocesan
Appeal kicked off the
weekend of September
26 & 27th. Our parish is
blessed to be home to a
multitude of members
who graciously say yes
to the request to share

with keynote speaker, Bishop Bob Gruss

th Fouts & Kathy Hammerly at Diocesan Stewardship Day

Stewardship, cont’d ...

their gift of voice. Jim
Nilles took the micro-
phone this year and gen-
erously shared his faith
story. He encouraged us
to open our hearts (and
wallets) to support our
diocese and parish. Sa-
cred Heart members
responded to the appeal
faithfully, and our goal
was surpassed. We are
very grateful to Doug
Swanson who once again
agreed to coordinate the
collection efforts of this
annual campaign

On Sunday, November
22, commission mem-
bers pulled together,
with a little help from our
friends, to host the An-
nual Stewardship Appre-
ciation Brunch. We high-
lighted a variety of min-
istries with a slideshow
during the brunch and

- | served nearly 200

volunteers!

The desire to extend
hospitality beyond
Mass continued to
be a primary focus
for the fiscal year.
Our Welcome Bas-

.. ket Ministry for new
| parish members

came to life. We are

excited about this
approach to wel-
coming those new to
our faith community
and can’t wait to de-
liver our first basket.
Additionally, the
branding project we
explored a couple of
years back has also

~

come to life. We part-
nered with the parish
youth to keep our vision
fresh. During the 2016-
2017 fiscal year, a new
Sacred Heart logo will
be revealed, complete
with clothing and miscel-
laneous items for pur-
chase.

Friends of the Heart em-
barked on year two.

The mission of this com-
mittee is to plan regular
social gatherings for
adult parishioners inside
as well as outside our
doors. Sacred Heart pa-
rishioners delight in our
children, but these
events are designed to
allow adults to enjoy the
company of one another
without the need to keep
one eye on the little
ones. “Playing” to-
gether is just as signifi-
cant to our parish life as
“praying” together!
Please watch the bulletin
for events.

The Diocesan Steward-
ship Day was hosted by
St Patrick’s in Iowa City
in early April 2016. Four
Sacred Heart parishion-
ers attended the event.
Presentations focused on
the corporal and spiri-
tual aspects of steward-
ship in our everyday
lives. Those who at-
tended agreed that the
presentation by our
longtime friend Bishop
Bob Gruss was the high-

light of the day.
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Stewardship, cont’d. ..

We are grateful for the
opportunities that we
have been given to
serve you through this
past year. We look for-

ward to future moments
to nurture stewardship
as a way of life. Most
importantly, we invite as
many of you as would

like to come along to
join us in the steward-
ship journey of Sacred
Heart Catholic Church.

Stewardship Commission Ministries

Stewardship of Treasure

Stewardship Envelopes and Autoshare
Stewardship of Time & Talent

Ministry Opportunity Handbook

Diocesan Stewardship Day
Friends from the Heart
All-Parish Appreciation Brunch
Welcoming Committee

Faith Formation Commission

Our theme for the 2015-
2016 year was Back to
our Roots: Rediscovering
Our Faith! As we redis-
covered our faith, we
reset the format of faith
enrichment for the par-
ish. We replaced the
four or five faith festivals
that were traditionally
scheduled each year
with monthly faith en-
richment sessions. On
every first Wednesday of
the month, Faith Forma-
tion hosted a dinner with
a faith learning opportu-
nity to follow in McCann
Center. The meal began
at 5:15 p.m. and ended
at 6:00 p.m. The faith
learning session fol-
lowed the meal at 6:00
p-m. and ended at 7:00
p-m. During these ses-
sions, we looked at our
Catholic faith through a
new lens. Participants
were able to rediscover
the beauty of our Church
and her teachings by
watching captivating

videos while seeing
some of the places
where Jesus walked.

The videos are a part of
the Symbolon series,
which is a vibrant, rele-
vant, and complete pro-
gram known for re-
evangelizing and rein-
vigorating a parish. The
compelling sessions of
this series guide parish-
ioners through the
breadth and richness of

their Catholic faith.
Theologian, author, and
well-known Catholic
speaker Dr. Edward Sri
is the content director
and host of the series.
Presented by some of
the most trusted Catholic
teachers in the world,
this unique video and
discussion experience is
designed to transform
the lives of parishioners.
These videos also in-
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As we share our gifts of

treasure, Bob Schaffer

takes up the collection
during Sunday Mass

Participants were
able to rediscover
the beauty of our
Church and her
teachings by
watching captivat-
ing videos while
seeing some of the
places where
Jesus walked.
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Clarissa & Maddox
Bloom, Linda Pierce, &
Lori Ward watch the
Parish Wide Enrichment
film

This safe-
environment
program recognizes
that each of us lives
within a circle of
grace that includes
our body, mind,
heart, and soul.

Kindergarteners Small Group Session

Faith Formation, cont’d...

cluded talks and discus-
sions from well-known
Catholic speakers
throughout the country
such as Johnette Benk-
ovic, Patrick Coffin, and
Teresa Tomeo who con-
vey messages of truth,
beauty, and goodness in
today’s relativistic soci-
ety. Monthly video epi-
sodes included the fol-
lowing topics: journey of
faith, Mary and the
saints, the Eucharist,

confession, the Mass, the
paschal mystery, a
Catholic moral vision,
and Catholic social
teaching. If you didn’t
get a chance to join one
of our monthly faith en-
richment sessions, these
videos are available in
the parish library.

The faith enrichment ses-
sions also included times
for discussions and fel-
lowship where adults

Circle of Grace

In January of this past
year, all the children and
youth in our Faith Forma-
tion program were intro-
duced to the Circle of
Grace program required
by the Davenport Dio-
cese. This safe-

environment program
recognizes that each of
us lives within a circle of
grace that includes our
body, mind, heart, and
soul. The children and
youth are taught in age-
appropriate ways to

~

and parents were pro-
vided with tools and
ideas to help build up
their own domestic
church. When our fami-
lies are strong, our
Church is strong. Please
be sure to join us in the
coming year during
monthly faith enrichment
sessions for learning,
discussion, and strength-
ening your faith for your-
self and your family!

identify and maintain
appropriate boundaries
and to recognize when
those boundaries are
threatened and what to
do about it.

K-6 Small Group Learning

Approximately 65 kin-
dergarten-through-sixth-

grade children met for
30 small group sessions
on Wednes-
day eve-
B nings. Eight

8% catechists led
the weekly
sessions,
which fo-
cused on the
Sunday Gos-
pel readings,
Catholic doc-
trines, and
Catholic
saints
through fun-

to-do activities, storytel-
ling, prayer, and drama-
tizations. Highlights of
the year included a liv-
ing rosary in October,
saints’ parade in Novem-
ber, and a small pageant
in December. Families
were invited to a parish
supper on the first
Wednesday of each
month. We celebrated
our year with an end-of-
year picnic for all Faith

Formation youth and

families.
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Vacation Bible School

The second week in June
almost 70 children and
over 20 volunteers came
together to practice be-
ing Champions for
Christ. For five mornings
we were inspired to set
goals and aim for excel-
lence in our Catholic
faith. We learned of the
lives of five saints as we
explored God’s Game

Library

The library circulated
2149 items this year.

The most popular cate-
gories in order of usage
were the following: Biog-
raphy; Fiction; Church
History; Guides to Chris-
tian Living; Sacraments;
Mary; Jesus; Public Wor-

Plan (the Bible) and His
Rules (The Ten Com-
mandments). Daily we
learned to train hard
with the Beatitudes and
to get our ‘game on’ with
the Fruits of the Spirit as
we aim for Victory —
Eternal Life with Christ in
Heaven! We learned
new songs and games,
created some awesome

ship; Christian Ethics;
Apologetics/
Evangelization; Devo-
tional Prayer. The library
had 11 new patrons, nine
adults and two children,
for a total of 357 patrons.
Thanks not only to parish
funding but also to the

Middle School Youth

Fourteen 7™ and 8™
grade youth met on
Wednesday evenings
throughout the school
year. Our sessions fo-
cused on the Matthew
Kelly Decision Point se-
ries. Several of the youth
participated in the dean-
ery ski trip to Seven
Oaks in Boone in January
and the deanery tubing
trip in June. During Lent
the youth participated in
a Virtual Stations of the
Cross. Through their
senses of hearing and
touch, blindfolded par-
ticipants experienced
e,

Christ’s journey to the
cross.

crafts, and enjoyed deli-
cious snacks. Cathletics:
Training to Be a Cham-
pion for Christ VBS was a
huge success thanks to
the adults and youth who
gave of their time, en-
ergy, and resources and
to the campers who
came fired up to learn
more about their faith.
Thank you!

generous donation of
several patrons, the li-
brary was able to acces-
sion 171 new items; half
of those were DVDs, au-
dio books, or CDs.

Middle School Scavenger Hunt
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Mathias Bloom & Ben
Ratliff at Vacation
Bible School

VBS was a huge
success thanks to
the adults and
youth who gave of
their time, energy,
and resources and
to the campers
who came fired up
to learn more
about their faith.
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Senior High Youth,
Duncan Lee & Reagan
Maple help prepare a

Parish Meal

.. over 24,000
people silenced
in prayer and
adoration of our
Lord in the

Most Blessed
Sacrament...
beautiful!

Q}h School Youth make candy canes for re

High School Youth

This year Sacred Heart
Youth Group continued
to meet on Sunday eve-
nings from 7:00-8:30
p-m. Our time together
was filled with snacks,
games, and deepening
and applying our Catho-
lic Faith. The eight com-
ponents of Youth Minis-
try were used to guide
instruction and experi-
ences. These compo-
nents include advocacy,
catechesis, community
life, evangelization, jus-
tice and service, leader-

NCYC

A group of 24 high
school youth and seven
adults traveled to Indian-
apolis, IN, for the Na-
tional Catholic Youth
Conference with over
24,000 other youth, 450
priests, and 35 bishops
from across the country
including our own
Bishop Amos. This
year’s theme was “Here
I Am Lord/ Aqui Estoy

ship development, pas-
toral care, and prayer
and worship. Our time
together began and
ended with prayer;
snacks, games, and
times for fellowship hap-
pened in between. This
year the students en-
gaged in instruction and
experiences that aligned
specifically with the con-
cept of mercy. Some
highlights from our year
included the following:
making the Faith Enrich-
ment session meal,

Senor.” There were
many different speakers
for youth to choose to
listen to including Matt
Mabher, Jason and Crysta-
lina Evert, Fr. Rob Galea,
Leah Darrow, Mark Hart
and keynote speakers
Jackie Francois Angel
and Paul J. Kim.

A major highlight of the
weekend was the period
of Eucha-
ristic
Adoration
on Friday
night at
‘ Lucas Oil
J Stadium

| packed
with over
24,000

~, people
silenced
in prayer
and ado-

~

decorating and taking
candy canes to McCann
Village, deepening
knowledge about the
Sacraments of Baptism
and Marriage, learning
more about the Corporal
and Spiritual Gifts of
Mercy, having a Resur-
rection Egg Scavenger
Hunt, and cleaning the
Sacred Heart Nursery.
We had a wonderful
year together and look
forward to the upcoming
school year!

ration of our Lord in the
Most Blessed Sacra-
ment...beautiful! During
the weekend, we
learned about being
open to God’s Will in our
lives and responding in
the example of the
Blessed Mother when
she gave her brave and
powerful “yes” to God’s
request of her to be the
mother of His Son. Youth
had opportunities to re-
ceive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, attend
daily Mass, learn more
about our Catholic Faith,
and listen to several dif-
ferent musicians includ-
ing Grammy Award win-
ning Australian Christian
pop duo, for King &
Country.

/
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Faith Journey

While beginning the ini-
tial planning of Faith
Journey 2015, the stu-
dents created lists of
what they considered
the most impoverished
states and cities in the
United States. After sev-
eral attempts to connect
with Philadelphia, the
students determined that
Detroit, Michigan, might
be a beneficial city to
serve. Many phone calls
were made, and the de-
tails of the trip began to
fall into place. During
our week in Detroit the
students and chaperones
had incredible experi-
ences that will not soon
be forgotten.

The group was housed at
the Our Lady of Sorrows
Parish located in Farm-
ington, Michigan. The
students had the experi-
ence of being responsi-
ble for breakfast, lunch,
and dinner for each
other and for making
daily trips to the grocery
store. We quickly found
that twenty high school
students can consume a
lot of food! On two of the
workdays we traveled
into the heart of Detroit.
One group visited a pri-
marily Spanish-speaking
parish to complete land-
scaping work, and an-
other group visited a
church that would soon
have the doors closed
due to budgetary restric-
tions. Another day was
spent at the Catholic

Worker House, where
we learned from Father
Tom about our gifts. He
eloquently said, “You
know you are doing what
you’re supposed to
when your gifts meet the
cries of the world.” Fa-
ther William Reynolds
made a surprise visit that
afternoon and joined us
on a walking tour of De-
troit and a taco dinner!

Another work day was
spent doing landscaping
work at the Farmington
YMCA in exchange for
showers for the week.
Our final day of work
was spent with Father
Alex at the St. Joseph
Chapel and Shrine of the
Immaculate Heart of
Mary. We spent the day
cleaning the chapel and
doing landscaping out-
doors. Each night the
students engaged in
meaningful reflections

and devotionals. One
night was spent doing
affirmations and sharing
our gifts with each other.

For fun the group rented
boats and boated on
Lake Erie and partici-
pated in swing dance
lessons in downtown
Farmington. The stu-
dents also participated
in the ninth annual ice
cream eating contest;
which Duncan Lee won
with a 21-second time.
We had a beautiful trip
filled with humbling mo-
ments of spreading
God’s mercy to all those
around us.

Faith Journey 2015 in Detroit, Michigan
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C]J] Schwarz & Jonah

Lilienthal paint the
steps & railing while
on Faith Journey

We had a
beautiful trip
filled with
humbling
moments of
spreading God’s
mercy to all
those around us.
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Linda Pierce facilitates
the Friday Morning
Adult Small Group

. . . to rediscover
the rich history of
God’s mercy in
their own lives,
which then led
them to
understand the
importance of
extending God’s
love and mercy to
the world around
them.

Adult Faith Formation

Small Groups

We are pleased to have
had many opportunities
this year for adult faith
formation. Last fall we
had a total of four groups
that met for small group
learning. Three sepa-
rate groups met for six
weeks while they util-
ized a Bible study called
Mercy: A Bible Study
Guide for Catholics by
Fr. Mitch Pacwa. In this
study, Fr. Pacwa led par-
ticipants to a deeper un-
derstanding of mercy
through the study of Is-
rael’s long, slow strug-
gle to experience
mercy. By looking at
their experience of their
turning away and return-
ing to God, participants
were able to understand
that God’s love, shown
through His mercy, is
more powerful than sin.
This study also helped
participants to redis-
cover the rich history of
God’s mercy in their
own lives, which then
led them to understand
the importance of ex-

\ Sunday Evening Adult Small Group

tending God’s love and
mercy to the world
around them. The differ-
ent groups met on Sun-
day evenings, Monday
evenings, and Thursday
afternoons.

Another group met for
eight weeks on Friday
mornings in the fall
while they dove deeper
into the Lord’s Prayer.
This group used a Bible
study book called Dis-
covering the God We
Call Father: A Catholic
Bible Study on the Lord’s
Prayer by Rich Cleve-
land. During their ses-
sions, those who partici-
pated were able take on
a deeper understanding
of some of the great
mysteries of our faith
which are contained in
the “Our Father” prayer
which Jesus taught his
followers. This study
helped to give partici-
pants new meanings to
the petitions in this famil-
iar prayer and to de-
velop a new conscious-
ness of their relationship
to the Father as His
dearly beloved child.

Our Lenten small groups
featured three separate
groups gathering to-
gether to learn more
about the last words of
Christ on the cross.
Meeting times were
Monday evenings,
Thursday afternoons,
and Friday mornings, for
seven weeks. They used
the book The Seven Last
Words of Christ: A Bible

~

Study on Jesus’ Passion
by Rich Cleveland. In
this study, those in-
volved were able to dig
deeper into the mean-
ings of the final words
Jesus spoke from the
cross, helping them to
bring the real meaning
of Easter alive.

Another group met for
six weeks while they
gathered together to
read and discuss the
Sunday Mass readings
by using an online for-
mat, “Sunday Scripture
Study.” Through reflec-
tions and discussions,
this group was better
able to understand the
Mass readings for each
Sunday throughout Lent.

New this year was the
formation of the Sacred
Heart Men'’s Group,
which met on Wednes-
day mornings through-
out the year with a few
short breaks in between
studies. The first study
completed was on a se-
ries of talks by Fr. Larry
Richards with the theme
of “Be a Man.” The
group gathered weekly
for 20 weeks to view a
talk on video while dis-
cussing what they read
from the accompanying
book. These sessions
helped the men to focus
on the right goal, how to
live as a beloved son of
God, of the need to ac-
knowledge one’s faults
and to live according to
the Holy Spirit, to pursue
holiness, and to make a
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Adult Faith Formation, cont’d. ..

difference in the world.
After completing this
series, the group took a
break from gathering for
about a month and re-
grouped to focus on a
different topic and study.
They met for eight
weeks while tackling the
subject of “Spiritual
Combat.” At their meet-
ings they watched a
video by a group of men
that made up “The
Crossing the Goal
Team” and then dis-
cussed the value of the
topic of the day. Some
topics consisted of how
to discipline your body
and the spiritual benefits
from doing this while
also looking at the real-
ity of the existence of the
devil in the world. An-
other focal point was
putting on the armor of
God.

Book Clubs/
Catechism Class

St. Monica’s Book Club
met at the Fisher home at
1:00 p.m. twice a month,
usually on the first and
third Thursdays. (Call
792-2863 for exact
dates.) This last year the
eight members watched
and discussed the twelve
episodes in the Sym-
bolon DVD Series and
read and discussed The
Second Greatest Story
and You Did It to Me both
by Father Michael
Gaitley and 7 Secrets of

Divine Mercy by Vinny
Flynn. The focus of the
group was to develop a
greater love and appre-
ciation for the beauty
and truth of the Catholic
Faith.

Ave Maria Book Club
met at 7:00 p.m. in the
parish library on the first
Thursday of the month
from September to May.
This year the members
read and discussed The
Second Greatest Story; 33
Days to Morning Glory;
Saints Behaving Badly;
The Miraculous Medal;
You Did It to Me; Praying
Scriptures for a Change;
Joseph the Man Who
Raised Jesus; The Witness
of the Early Christian
Women; and Women and
Spiritual Equality in the
Christian Tradition. Mem-
bers selected next year’s
books in May. The focus
was on personal growth

in holiness and spiritual-
ity as lived in the family
church and work place.
We had 16 members
with attendance varying
from eight to 14 in a
given month.

The adult education
class, Exploring the
Catechism, met every
Sunday after the 9:00
a.m. Mass. Emphasis
each week was on read-
ing, questioning, and
discussing three to five
paragraphs of Catechism
of the Catholic Church.
The purpose of the class
was to gain a greater
understanding of the
truths, depth, beauty,
and unity of the Catholic
Faith when presented in
an integrated and organ-
ized manner as it is done
in the Catechism. Cur-
rent enrollment is ten.
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Mary Flattery makes

rosaries for El Salvador

. . . to acknowl-
edge one’s faults
and to live accord-
ing to the Holy
Spirit, to pursue
holiness, and to
make a difference
in the world.
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Clayton Mark Seals
Baptism

The “Growing

Up Catholic”
curriculum
explicitly brings
the faith home and
helps children and
parents enter into a
deeper relationship
with Christ.

Sacramental Records

The church has several Number of registered families . . . ............. 656
record books to record

each individual sacra- Number of Individual Parishioners........... 1463
ment that parishioners

receive here at Sacred Number of baptisms ofinfants. . ................ 11
Heart. Confirmation and

Marriage records are Number of baptisms ofadults . . ................. 8

also sent to their church

of Baptism. All sacra- Numberofdeaths. ............. ... ... ...... 17

mental records are re-

ported to the Diocese at Number of First Communions. . ................ 17

the end of the calendar

year. Number of Confirmations by the Bishop ......... 18
Number of Confirmations by the Priest. . .......... 8
Number of marriagesinyear.................... 3

Sacramental Preparation

of Baptism and discussed
their responsibility to
raise their children in
practices of the Catholic
faith. Over the year, Sa-
cred Heart celebrated 11
infant baptisms. The
names of those baptized

Infant Baptism prepa-
ration classes were held
four times this year for
parents wishing to have
their child baptized.
During these sessions,
parents explored the
meaning of the symbols

First Communion

are Samuel Robert Patin,
John Robert Patin,
Landon Paul Brockhohn,
Glen LeRoy Wolfe,
Rowen Karen Sherratt,
Tysen Seth Banwell,
Beckham Mic Rausch,
Quinn Marie Kramer,
Rory Augustin Otto, Ava
Marie Schuler, and Clay-
ton Mark Seals.

First Sacraments candi-
dates again this year
participated in the sacra-
mental preparation pro-
gram Growing Up Catho-
lic. During the prepara-
tion sessions parents and
their children were led
through a process that
encouraged discussion
within their family. The
Growing Up Catholic cur-
riculum explicitly brings

the faith home and helpy
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Sacramental Preparation, cont’d...

children and parents
enter into a deeper rela-
tionship with Christ. Be-
sides the sessions, the
children attended regu-
lar, weekly K-6 faith for-
mation classes. The cele-
bration of their First Sac-
rament of Reconciliation
was held during the par-
ish’s Advent Communal
Penance Service in De-
cember. Twelve children
celebrated First Com-
munion on April 9™,

Confirmation candi-
dates prepared for the
sacrament by participat-
ing fully in regular faith
formation. During their
weekly gatherings they
used the Dynamic
Catholic Confirmation
program called
“Decision Point,” which
uses captivating and in-
formational videos from
Matthew Kelly and a
textbook that engages
youth where they are in
their faith journey and
helps them think more
deeply about the teach-
ings of the Church. They
attended additional ses-
sions with their parents
as well as sessions with
their sponsors. The can-
didates joined with the
candidates from Im-
maculate Conception
Parish in Colfax for two
one-day retreats — one in
the fall and one during
the weekend before
Confirmation. Both re-
treats were held at Im-

maculate Conception
and included group ac-
tivities, team building
activities, and several
talks. The spring retreat
also included an oppor-
tunity for the youth to
receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and to
spend time before the
Blessed Sacrament in
Eucharistic Adoration.
Members of the Pastoral
Council along with Fr.
Reynolds conducted in-
terviews of the candi-
dates. Bishop Amos
came to Newton to con-
fer the Sacrament of
Confirmation on nine
candidates from Sacred
Heart and nine from Im-
maculate Conception on
Sunday, May Ist.

The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults

RCIA is the process used
by people
over the age
of reason (age
seven) who
wish to be-
come Catho-
lic. For those
who had gone
through this
process, there
were five
adults who
were received
into the Catho-
lic Church in-
cluding
Brooke Soppe,
Virginia Ben-
nett, Jason
Faidley, Mark
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Blasius, and Dustin
Brisel. They all received
the Sacraments of Recon-
ciliation, Holy Commun-
ion, and Confirmation.
There were also three
adults who were bap-
tized into the family of
God: Edward Paul Rob-
erts, James Aaron Ja-
cobs, and Christopher
Wayne Flander. Cur-

rently there is one per- Bishop Amos talks
son attending classes to the Confirmation
candidates.

and preparing to receive
First Holy Communion
and Confirmation in the

. . . the Dynamic
fall.

Catholic
Confirmation
program called
“Decision Point,”
which uses
captivating and
informational
videos from
Matthew Kelly . . .

P —
Jason Faidley, Mark Blasius, & Dustin Brisel
were received into the church.
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Lynn Keller helps
with the Mother’s Day
Plant Sale

In addition to
addressing the
challenges of
poverty and
hunger in our
community, we
also worked to
alleviate injustice
in our society.

~

Social Action Commission

The Social Action Com-
mission focuses on re-
specting human dignity
and human life. In addi-
tion to addressing the
challenges of poverty
and hunger in our com-
munity, we also worked
to alleviate injustice in
our society. As we tried
to lighten the burden of
those who suffer physi-
cally, spiritually, or emo-
tionally, our 2015-2016
activities included many
acts of kindness and car-
ing.

In late summer the
school supplies collec-
tion provided for stu-
dents who would not oth-
erwise have the neces-
sary materials to begin
the new semester. Fall
activities continued with
the PCCI Baby Shower
and Baby Bottle Cam-
paign, CROP Walk, and
the Mission Coalition pie
sale with proceeds going

to food banks and to
utilities assistance.

The month of November
kept the group busy with
the collection of food
and money for Thanks-
giving baskets. Thanks
to the generosity of pa-
rishioners, along with
the food collected by the
middle school and high
school students, 32 bas-
kets were delivered. We
also learned more about
the scope of hunger in
our state and what can
be done about this injus-
tice when we attended
the Vote-to-End-Hunger
Rally in Des Moines.

During the Christmas
season, church members
bought gifts for home-
bound parishioners and
Heritage Manor resi-
dents and donated items
for the Salvation Army
Christmas Drive. Recipi-
ents were touched by

Social Action Commission decorate the Advent Giving Trees

the thoughtfulness of oth-
ers.

We were excited to
share our enthusiasm for
Operation Rice Bowl af-
ter attending the kick-off
breakfast in Albia. A
grand total of $2700.00
was generously donated
throughout the Lenten
season. A special thanks
goes to Father Reynolds
for presenting weekly
challenges, which surely
contributed to the in-
credible amount of
money given to change
the lives of the poor and
the hungry.

Each year the El Salva-
dor Medical Mission Trip
is an example of love
and compassion. The
dedicated people who
give of their time and
talent are remarkable.
This was the 18th year of
the trip, and in addition
to seeing 1800 patients
in five days, the group
delivered baby bundles,
rosaries, and other
medical supplies.

The spring activity of the
commission was the
Mother’s Day Plant Sale.

| Many lovely plants from

Coxes’ Greenhouse

" filled the Gathering

Space, and folks were
eager to buy. Proceeds

¢ from the sale were do-

nated to Jasper County
Right to Life. Other re-
spect-life activities in-
cluded the Walk for Life
and “Every Life Is Worth

Living” bulletin insert. /
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Many of our projects
were ongoing through-
out the year. These in-
cluded the community
meals ministry, home
visitors program, the
prison ministry, and Kids
Against Hunger packag-
ing events. We contin-
ued our work in making
Newton and Jasper
County aware of the in-

Social Action, cont’d...

justice of human traffick-
ing. Several commission
members are part of
“Newton Says No to Hu-
man Trafficking,” which
is a volunteer group
dedicated to raising
community awareness
and enhancing citizen
safety through educa-
tional efforts and col-
laborative partnerships

—Pope Francis 12.18.14

with local and state re-
sources.

Much of what we do to
reach our goal of re-
specting human dignity
and human life could not
be accomplished without
the participation and
financial support of Sa-
cred Heart parishioners.
We thank you for your
involvement.

Be attentive to the needs of the poor, the suffering, the lonely,
for whoever has chosen to love Jesus cannot but love his neighbor.
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Ron Gulling,

Steve Murphy & Lee
Mangrich help with
Community Meals

Social Action Commission Ministries

Advent Giving Trees
Community Meals

Mission Coalition Activities
Mother’s Day Plant Sale

The Family Life Commis-
sion supports the family,

Qhey prepared for the

Family Life Commission

sacrament of Matri-
mony. In addition, Fa-

Hosting a family fun
night at Maytag Pool, an

May Crowning held on Mother’s Day

El Salvador Mission Trip PCCI Baby Shower/Walk for Life The Family Life

Home Visitors Respect Life Activities Commission

Human Trafficking Awareness Operation Rice Bowl

. . ; . supports the

Kids Against Hunger School Supplies Collection famil hich i

Flea Market Pie Sale Thanks giving Baskets amlly, Which 1s
the heart of the
Christian
community.

which is the heart of the ther Rey-

Christian community. nolds cele-

Strengthening the rela- brated anni-

tionships of individuals versary

within a family not only milestones

promotes the family’s by offering

growth but also assists a blessing

families who are experi- for couples

encing difficulties. during

This year the commis- Mas.s. Infor-

sion supported and en- mational

couraged engaged cou- packages

ples, married couples, Wel,'e

and families. Prayer mal%e.d to ;

partners were assigned fam1}1es of

to couples in the parish babies who = b Sl
had peen Susan Metz places flowers by the statue of Mother Mary during
baptized.
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Home Visitor,
Greta Koppin takes
communion to
Frank & Mary Brindza

They emphasized
that small acts of
kindness can
mend a broken
heart and can lift
spirits.

Family Life, cont’d ...

outdoor movie with pop-
corn, and a Lenten soup
supper encouraged in-
teraction among fami-
lies. Healthy snacks, as
well as the recipes, were
passed out at Trunk or
Treat.

Instead of the traditional
Easter egg hunt, chil-
dren celebrated Easter
by receiving “bunny
bags” filled with goodies
and fun games. The an-
nual May crowning also
involved many children
in the parish.

Parish community out-
reach included provid-
ing meals for families of
newborns and families
experiencing hardships,
visiting the homebound,
and sending greeting
cards to parishioners.
Members of the Prayer
Shawl Ministry stayed
busy creating many

S S .—:

beautiful items. Parish
families who celebrated
special occasions such
as the birth of a child,
Baptism, First Commun-
ion, Confirmation, or
marriage were pre-
sented with a handmade
gift. Those who needed
extra support due to the
loss of a loved one, an
illness, the loss of a
child, a miscarriage, or
who had a child in the
Skiff Emergency Room
also received a gift.
Other items were made
for the K-6 Faith Forma-
tion students and for
Thanksgiving basket
recipients. Twice a year
homebound parishion-
ers received a special
gift. The Giving Tree at
Skiff Medical Center was
stocked with scarves,
hats, and mittens made
by the group. They also
crocheted baby hats that
were do-
nated to
Mercy and to
Iowa Health
Hospitals in
Des Moines.

The Five
Love Lan-
guages was
hosted as a
marriage
enrichment
opportunity.
The evening
began with
appetizers,
drinks, and
socializing.
Deacon Bob

~

his wife LuAnn facilitated
the evening. Their pres-
entation was about learn-
ing to speak the lan-
guage of love that our
spouse understands.
They also helped us rec-
ognize the love language
that speaks to us so our
spouse can meet our
need for love. The eve-
ning concluded with
more socializing and
yummy desserts. The
event was informative,
fun, and well attended
with 27 couples partici-
pating.

An inspirational evening
featuring speaker Nancy
Salerno and musician
Anna Nuzzo was hosted,
and the public was in-
vited. The presentation
was entitled Be Love: A
Powerful Witness of
God’s Love & Mercy.
Through story Nancy
shared her powerful
message of God’s love
and mercy, and through
song Anna presented
her beautiful piece “Be
Love.” They emphasized
that small acts of kind-
ness can mend a broken
heart and can lift spirits.
A dessert social followed
the presentation.

A “just for fun” ladies’
night out was enjoyed as
a social time in which
participants brought
snacks to share and
played several rounds of
Bunko. Dessert, tea, and
wine were provided.
This event is a must for

Marlis Strike, Lydia Goetz, & Carolyn Sullivan pray over items that
were made by the Prayer Shawl Ministry

Glaser and next year!

/
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Family Life, cont’d ...

Our group meets on the month after the 9:00 a.m.  holiday week-
second Sunday of the Mass unless it falls on a end. Come join us!

Family Life Commission Ministries

May Crowning Greeting Card Ministry

Grief Ministry Prayer Shawl Ministry

Bunny Bags Prayers for the Engaged

Home Visitors Wedding Anniversary Blessing

Prayer Chain Seasons of Hope

Nursery Marriage Preparation Team "
— /

Mark & Cindy
Pollastrini at The
Five Love Languages

Catholics Returning Home

Although we did not of- year, the parish is con- those that are being
fer the Catholics Return-  tinuing to reach out to called to join us in faith.
ing Home program this
The Maintenance

Committee
inspects all
3 3 arish propert
Building & Grounds parish property
annually and
. repares a
The Maintenance Com- e  Parking lot and curb ¢ New valve on the stand P hp dule f
mittee inspects all parish repair -by circulating pump in ~ Schedule for
property annually and ) the boiler room replacement,
repares a schedule for * Installation of new renovation, or
p f drain, sanding, and e Circulating pumps 1
r.ep acement, renova- resealing in baptismal wired so light will show removal.
tion, or removal. font if malfunction occurs

Improvements and
Repairs
e Installation of Handi-
capped Doors to
McCann Center

e Installation of LED
lights and ceiling
painted inside doors
of McCann Center

e Expansion of handi-
cap spaces in park-
ing lot

e New motor and bear-
ings in the main circu-
lating pump in boiler
room

\ Handicapped Doors to McCann Center were installed /
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SHARE Preschool visit
Domino’s Pizza

To carry out this
mission, we offer
preschoolers a
Christian setting
in which to grow,
learn, and develop
physically,
intellectually,
spiritually,
emotionally and
socially.”

- .
SHARE Preschool tri

SHARE Preschool

SHARE Preschool
Philosophy:

“The mission of Sacred
Heart Parish includes
assisting parents in the
development of their
children. To carry out
this mission, we offer
preschoolers a Christian
setting in which to grow,
learn, and develop
physically, intellectually,
spiritually, emotionally
and socially.”

SHARE Preschool is lo-
cated in the lower level
of Sacred Heart Church.
The state licensed pre-
school was directed by
Cindy Pollastrini and
assisted by Ann Buch,
Chris Dunham, Lisa Mar-
ston, and Brooke Soppe.
Cindy, Ann, and Chris
all retired at the end of
the 2015-16 school year.
Brooke Soppe has been
hired as director and will
be assisted by Lisa Mar-

i iy

ck or treat in the parish office

ston. Three new employ-
ees will join them at the
beginning of the 2016-17
school year. All staff are
certified in CPR and First
Aid.

This past year 62 stu-
dents were enrolled in
SHARE Preschool. Stu-
dents enjoyed a large
classroom with many
learning centers and
play materials. Large
indoor and outdoor play
areas with new equip-
ment are available for
daily use.

The curriculum includes
Handwriting Without
Tears and The Letter Peo-
ple. Based on a chang-
ing weekly theme, stu-
dents also learn about a
wide variety of subjects.
Some examples of these
weekly themes include
the following: famous
people in history, ani-
mals, foods, community
helpers,
weather, reli-
gious holidays
and family.

Business profes-
sionals visit
SHARE Pre-
school each
year. Alocal
dentist talked to
students about
dental health.
Members of the
Newton Fire De-
partment visited
with a large fire
truck and dis-
cussed safety
while dressed in

~

heavy fire clothes.

SHARE students enjoy
yearly trips to Dominos
Pizza, Mariposa, a pump-
kin farm, and Maytag
Park. A SHARE tradition,
“Fun Days,” is a favorite
of all students. Two
bounce houses erected
in the McCann Center
are sponsored by Scott
Farver at True Value for
SHARE children to enjoy.
The “Fun Day” is culmi-
nated by SHARE Pre-
school Olympic games,
complete with medals.

Another highlight for
students is a visit from
Blank Park Zoo. The
popular “Zoo to You”
program brings exotic
animals like hedgehogs,
snakes, bearded drag-
ons, and baby alligators
for the students to ob-
serve, touch and learn
about.

Halloween is celebrated
by trick or treating the
parish staff. Thanksgiv-
ing feasts are enjoyed
preschool style with a
buffet of child-friendly
foods.

A weekly newsletter, as
well as snack calendars
and reminders for im-
portant dates, is sent
home to parents. The
staff encourages paren-
tal involvement and
looks forward to parent/
teacher conferences
held in the fall and
spring.

Students perform a /
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Christmas program for
parents and grandpar-
ents in December. A
final program is per-
formed in May highlight-
ing favorite songs,
games and a mini
graduation celebration
for students graduating
to Kindergarten.

Autoshare Giving is a
flexible and convenient
direct deposit service
that replaces the need
for contribution enve-
lopes. Autoshare Giving
provides parishioners a
way to improve their
commitment to consis-
tent financial giving.
Autoshare Giving sup-
ports the stewardship
way of life by encourag-
ing parishioners to make
their giving planned,
intentional, and propor-
tionate.

Please review the com-
ponent on page 30,
“Guidelines for Giving,”
and use the chartas a
guide to help you decide
the amount you wish to
contribute to the parish.

To enroll in our Auto-
share Giving, which is an
automated giving pro-
gram, complete and sign

Qauthorization form.

SHARE Preschool, cont’d ...

Class Times:

3-4 year old students: Wednesday and Friday
8:45—11:15 a.m. - Cost is $105 per month.

4-5 year old students: Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday mornings 8:30—11:15 am
and

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday afternoons
12:00—2:45 pm. — Cost is $130 per month.

Office hours:
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday — 8 am to 3 pm
Wednesday and Friday — 8 am—Noon.

Fr. Reynolds reads t

Autoshare Giving

Forms are in this packet
and are also available in
the parish office. When
complete, return the
form to the parish office
along with a voided
check from the bank ac-
count you want us to use
for your automated giv-

ing.

This will provide the in-
formation we need to set
your request up with
your bank (the identifi-
cation number
and account
number) and
will be held in
strict confi-
dence. You
may continue
Autoshare
Giving as long @
as you wish
and may
change the
amount you
wish to give at
anytime.

Approximately 33% of
our annual income is
generated through Auto-
share Giving. Autoshare
Giving is a simple way to
start giving, to be good
stewards of God’s gifts,
and to share what He has
given. Give it a try!
Make that small step to-
ward discipleship in the
financial area of your
life.

Sacred Heart Choir

JULY 2015—]JUNE 2016
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o the
SHARE Preschool
students

Autoshare Giving
is a simple way to
start giving, to be
good stewards of
God'’s gifts, and to
share what He has
given.
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Tim Stammeyer
of NET Ministries

Stammeyer has
been interested in
ministry since his
days as a youth at
Sacred Heart. “I
developed a faith
and love for God
there that really
grew when I came
to college.”

NET Ministries Team lead by Tim Stammeyer visits
Sacred Heart Church in January

Catholic Messenger

As editor of The Catholic
Messenger, Barb Arland-
Fye strives to ensure our
diocesan newspaper
shares the most current
world, national, and lo-
cal news that relates to
us as Catholics. The
Catholic Messenger is a
wonderful resource for
every Catholic. With
your financial support,
we are pleased to pro-
vide a subscription to
every family in our par-
ish.

Several times throughout
each year, The Catholic
Messenger includes sto-
ries of our church in its
publications. The July
16, 2015, issue featured
our own Sacred Heart
native Tim Stammeyer in
“Trading in Books for
Ministry Work.” Here is
an excerpt of the article.
To read the entire arti-
cle, subscribe to The
Catholic Messenger or
read the e-edition.

P ——

Trading in Books for
Ministry Work
Posted by Catholic Messenger

Staff on July 16, 2015 Diocesan
News

Newton-native joins
NET Ministries

By Lindsay Steele
The Catholic Messenger

Tim Stammeyer of Sacred
Heart Parish in Newton is
about to take a year off
from his studies so he can
witness to youths. The 20-
year-old student at St.
Thomas University in St.
Paul, Minnesota, has been
accepted into NET Minis-
tries for a nine-month
stint, which will begin this
fall.

Tim Stammeyer, a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Par-
ish in Newton, shares his
testimony with parishion-
ers June 7. Stammeyer is
embarking on a nine-
month stint with Minne-
sota-based NET Minis-
tries.

Alison Duffy, marketing
and communications co-
ordinator for Minnesota-
based NET Ministries,
said the organization
challenges Catholics ages
18-28 to love Christ and
embrace the life of the
church. Each August
these young Catholics
leave behind jobs,
school, family and friends
for nine months to serve
with National Evangeliza-
tion Teams (NET). The
teams “become like fam-
ily for each other as they
work side by side sharing

~

what God has done in
their lives. Annually,
75,000 youths across the
country hear this mes-
sage of God'’s Iove and
power, brought to them
in a personal way,” Duffy
said.

Stammeyer has been in-
terested in ministry since
his days as a youth at Sa-
cred Heart. “I developed
a faith and love for God
there that really grew
when I came to college.”
At St. Thomas, he has
been involved with a
number of peer-
mentoring programs and
started a weekly
“Pancakes with Jesus”
ministry, in which he
served a free breakfast to
his fellow university stu-
dents as a religious con-
versation starter.

Fresh off his sophomore
year, Stammeyer said he
spent the past year dis-
cerning participation in
the NET Ministries pro-
gram, having heard great
things from friends who
worked with the organi-
zation in the past. He
knew it would be a sacri-
fice and he prayed con-
stantly to see if it was
God’s will for him to par-
ticipate. His desire to ap-
ply never wavered. “I
really felt passionate to
go and felt on fire about it
and wanted to interview.”

He said the interview
process was more than
just a short question-and-

answer session. It in- /
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Catholic Messenger, cont’d ...

volved spending a week-
end at the West St. Paul,
Minnesota, headquarters
with staff and other inter-
viewees for what he calls
a triangular discernment
process — the interview-
ees, staff and God work-
ing together to choose
the right team. “It’s a
really active and prayer-
ful discernment.”

Stammeyer will go
through training in Au-
gust and then be as-
signed to serve with a
stationary parish or
school team or travel
throughout the country
offering workshops. He
hopes to serve on a trav-
eling team but said he is
content to serve wherever
needed.

Volunteers must raise
$5,000 toward the $20,000
cost of participating in
the program. While he
hasn’t reached his goal
yet, he said Sacred Heart
parishioners have been
very supportive. He is
confident he’ll raise the
money by August. Father
William Reynolds, Sacred
Heart’s pastor, described
Stammeyer’s passion for
discipleship as “mature
and insightful beyond his
years. He is a great wit-
ness to the good parent-
ing he has experienced
from his parents and to
good formation from Sa-
cred Heart Parish.”

Stammeyer eventually
hopes to work for social
justice in a faith environ-
ment. “This could mani-

Sacred Heart Cemetery

Sacred Heart Cemetery
functions under the aus-
pices of Sacred Heart

Church. The Cemetery
Committee continues to

stay busy. Since purchas-

ing the computer soft-
ware, recording plot pur-
chases and locating bur-
ial plots in the cemetery
have become much eas-
ier.

Each spring a group of

volunteers helps clean up

the cemetery and puts
flowers out for Memorial
Day. Your support of the

cemetery through the ap-

peal each spring is

@aﬂy appreciated.

N

Sacred Heart Cemetery clean up crew

fest itself in a lot of ways.
It could be working in a
parish or overseas with
Catholic Relief Services
(CRS) or following reli-
gious life. I don’t know
yet, but I'm keeping my
options open. I want to be
in a position to impact
those in need in our soci-
ety.”

Fr. Reynolds believes
Stammeyer’s missionary
work will benefit him
moving forward. “This
will be an extraordinary
experience for him and
will aid him in whatever
future endeavors he has.”

JULY 2015—]JUNE 2016

Deacon Dan blesses the
graves at Sacred heart
Cemetery

Your support of the
cemetery through
the appeal each
spring is greatly
appreciated.
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Children’s Liturgy
of the word with
Debbie Stratton

The parish website
shcnewton.com
continues to be an
important
communication
tool.

Staying Connected

The parish staff uses
Facebook to connect
Sacred Heart with pa-
rishioners, former pa-

rishioners, and friends in

the Diocese of Daven-
port, and around the
world. Facebook has
been a great way to
communicate with our
middle school and high
school youth and their
parents. Many adults
have also become our
Facebook friends. We
use it to post upcoming
events, photos of our
faith community, links to
good Catholic websites
and blogs, and the slide
presentation shown
weekly on the big
screen in our church
Gathering Space. Our
Facebook friends are
welcome to ask ques-
tions and post comments
on our wall too. Look for
us on Facebook and be-
come one of our 350+
friends. We are Sacred-
Heart Church. (First
name is SacredHeart
(one word), and our last

name is Church.)

The parish website
shcnewton.com contin-
ues to be an important
communication tool. Lat-
est news and parish ac-
tivities, the daily Mass
schedule, and a link to
the current bulletin are
posted on the home
page of the website. The
parish calendar of
events is also embedded
in the website and can
easily be added to your
own Google calendar.
The photo gallery show-
cases pictures of past
parish events. Informa-
tion is also provided
about all of the sacra-
ments, our faith forma-
tion programs, and our
parish outreach efforts.

Another way parish
leadership communi-
cates with the parishion-
ers is through the
weekly slideshow shown
on the big screen in the
Gathering Space. The
slideshow includes the
daily Mass schedule, a
list of death anniversa-
ries, saints of the week,
upcoming events, impor-

! tant messages to listen

for in the Sunday Scrip-

{ ture readings, and pho-

tos of parish events.

3 Our Faith Formation pro-

gram now has a Twitter

8 account. This form of
' social media allows short

“tweets,” which are little
announcements or state-

~

cess their page. Sacred
Heart Faith Formation is
utilizing this means to
give updates on what is
going on in the parish, to
provide informative
Catholic articles or blogs
to read, daily inspira-
tionals, short videos, etc.
You do not need a Twit-
ter account to see what is
being posted. You can
simply access what is
being posted by going
to the Twitter webpage
at www.twitter.com and
searching in the search
bar: “SHFF Newton.”
Then click on the image
of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, and look for “Go
to full profile” and click
on that. Now you can
fully access the page
and see what has been
posted. If you have a
Twitter account, please
follow us and receive
notifications when some-
thing has been posted
on the Faith Formation
page!

To stay connected to
your parish, please re-
member to contact the
parish office if you
change your mailing ad-
dress, email address, or
home and cell phone
numbers. We want to
stay connected!

~ | ments, providing infor-
*3 .
“ mation to those who ac-

K-6 graders as sheep at the Christmas Play

/
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2015-16 Annual Financial Report

Income:

Ordinary Income $ 356,162

Auxiliary Income $ 57,004

Development & Capital Campaign $ 4,019

Investments & Bequest $ 21,721

Transfer from Savings $ 0

Other Associated Organizations $ 90,551

SHARE Preschool $ 71,759

Total Income: $ 601,276

Expenses: Veronica Mangrich, Gloria
. . Welp, Claudia Bollhoefer, &

Administrative Expense $ 312,063 Carol Hopkey make baby

Church Life Expense $ 5,558 bundles for the El Salvador

Mission

Family Life Expense $ 3,768

Faith Formation Expense $ 177,333

Social Action Expense $ 4,667

. Any Catholic man in

Liturgy Expense $ 31,089 good standing with the

Other Associated Organization Expense $ 90,477 church is invited to

SHARE Preschool $ 73.107 consider joining the

Knights of Columbus.
Total Expenses: $ 598,062
Net Income: $ 3,214

Knights of Columbus

The Knights of Columbus Listed below are

meet on the second some of the ways
Tuesday of the month for the Knights main-
a meal and a meeting. tain their involve-
Any Catholic man in ment in the life of

good standing with the the church:
church is invited to con-

sider joining the Knights
of Columbus. If you have

e Conducting a
Tootsie Roll

any questions or would Dr1ve1to h.zllp

like to join, please get in b etoE © tw11

touch with Brian Schwen- intelectua
disabilities

ker at 641-792-4665 or

theschwenks@hotmail.c John McNeer, Terry Townsend, & Gary Kopsa serve
om. at the Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
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“Knight of the Year”

Columbus Steak Fry

Included is a
summary of the
2015-16 Annual
Financial Report
and Balance

Norm Boyle & Doug
Swanson serve as

\money counters

Cody Muhs presents the

Award to Tim Bloom at
the Annual Knights of

Sheet. The Budget
for 2016-17 fiscal
year is also
available.

=

~

Knights of Columbus, cont’d ...

Balance Sheet

Balance—June 30, 2016

Serving coffee and
donuts after Mass on
Sunday mornings

Hosting an annual
golf tournament at
Westwood Golf
Course

Crilling meat for the
Community Meals
Ministry

Placing crosses on
the church lawn in
support of right to
life

Holding fish fries on
Fridays during Lent

Helping those in

Assets:

Bank Assets

Investments

Total Checking/Savings:

Fixed Assets

Total Assets:

Liabilities & Equity:

Payroll Liabilities
Other Parish Liabilities

Total Liabilities:

Equity:

Opening Balance Equity

Retained Earnings

Net Income

Total Equity:

Total Liabilities & Equity:

need with odd jobs
around the house
and yard

Treating the altar
servers to an Iowa
Cubs game

Hosting bingo nights
in November and
December

Sponsoring the an-
nual free throw
championship

Conducting a spell-
ing bee for the youth

Serving a pancake
breakfast to benefit
prison ministries

$ 160,287
$ 465,404
$ 625,691
$ 713,279
$1,338,970

$ 686

$ 2,561
$ 3,247

$ 291,961
$ 1,040,548
$ 3214
$ 1,335,723
$ 1,338,970

Supporting Special
Olympics by partici-
pating in a plane pull

Organizing and grill-
ing for the parish
picnic and pool
party held at Maytag
Park

Coordinating a par-
ish trip to a Chicago
Cubs game

Packing lunches to
give to Newton
students in need

Ringing bells for the
Salvation Army

Balance—]June 30, 2015

$ 200,075
$ 385,239
$ 585,314
$ 751,871
$1,336,885

$ 263

$ 4113
$ 4,376

$ 291,961
$ 1,006,286
$ 34,262
$1,332,509
$1,336,885
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Income:
Ordinary Income

Auxiliary Income

Investments & Memorials

Unrestricted Bequests
SHARE Preschool

Total Income:
Expenses:
Administrative Expense
Church Life Expense
Family Life Expense
Faith Formation Expense
Social Action Expense

Liturgy Expense

SHARE Preschool

Total Expenses:

Father Reynolds and two
other area priests share
a rotation of providing
Mass for Catholic in-
mates at the Newton
Correctional Facility
twice a month on Thurs-
day afternoon. On the
other Thursdays of the
month Deacon Joe
Dvorak or two deacon
candidates from Knox-
ville and Pella provide a
Communion Service.

wunteers from Sacred

2016-17 Annual Budget

Development & Capital Campaign

Other Associated Organizations

Transfer from Savings for major repairs

Other Associated Organization Expense

Prison Ministry

Heart in Newton and Im-
maculate Conception in
Colfax offer a Commun-
ion Service to Catholic
inmates at the Release
Center on Sunday eve-
nings.

Three inmates from the
Newton Correctional
Facility were baptized
this past year. Father
Reynolds goes to the
Release Center for con-

fessions as needed.

July 2016—June 2017
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$ 352,445
$ 41,720
$ 3,750
$ 7,200
$ 30,000
$ 85,400
$ 171,180
$ 0

$ 603,695

Kristi Meyer & Sharon
Hoebelheinrich work
on the budget

314,697
6,940
3,330
90,182
6,555
31,525
80,660
66,830

600,719

Three inmates

from the Newton
Correctional Facility
were baptized

this past year.

®H P P PH P P PHL L &P

Knights of Columbus host a pancake breakfast
to benefit Prison Ministry
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Guidelines for Giving

~

How do we decide how much to give to our parish? We hope that you will consider following these princi-
ples, drawn from the Scriptures and offered by the Church.

Give to God out of Gratitude

“What return can I make to the Lord, for all the
good he has done for me?”
Psalm 116:12

It is impossible to give to God. He already owns
everything Our giving should be done not due
to parish needs, but in gratitude, as a return to
God for his generosity to us.

Give to God First

“Seek first the kingdom (of God) and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will be given you besides.”
Matthew 6:33

Don’t wait until all your other bills are paid be-
fore you do your giving. Write your checks to
God first, through gifts to the church and to the
poor, and then pay your bills with the rest. This
practice is a powerful symbol of what, or Who,
truly comes first in our life.

Plan Your Giving

“Each must do as already determined, without sad-
ness or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-8

Take the time to prayerfully decide what to
give. Don’t give just out of habit or “Whatever
is in the billfold,” but plan your gift as carefully
as you would choose a gift for one you love.

Give Proportionately

“Much will be required of the person entrusted with
much, and still more will be demanded of the person
entrusted with more.” Luke 12:48

For years the parish has suggested that we base
our giving on the biblical tithe, or 10% of in-
come. This practice was common in Old Testa-
ment times and Jesus recommends it in Luke’s
Gospel. The Church suggests that each Catho-
lic set as a goal the tithe, with the first 5% going

directly to the parish, and the second 5% for the
poor and other good works.

What proportion of God’s gift do you currently give? Use the chart below to find what percentage
you are currently giving. Find your income at left, then move right until you find your weekly offer-

ing. What % are you at? Could you take a step? We encourage all parishioners to set 5% as their
goal. If you are already at 5%, or could start giving 5% immediately, that would be great. If not,
could you move toward that goal by taking a step (or two) toward 5%?

Weekly Gift to Parish (as % of income)

Household Income 05% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 5.0%
$14,000 ($7/hr.) $140 $2.80 $420 $560 $7.00 $840 $9.80 $11.20 $12.60 $14.00
$16,000 ($8/hr.) $1.60 $3.20 $480 $6.40 $8.00 $9.60 $1120 $12.80 $14.40 $16.00
$20,000 ($10/hr.) $2.00 $4.00 $6.00 $800 $10.00 $12.00 $1400 $16.00 $18.00 $20.00
$30,000 ($15/hr.) $3.00 $6.00 $9.00 $12.00 $15.00 $18.00 $21.00 $24.00 $27.00 $30.00
$40,000 ($20/hr.) $4.00 $8.00 $12.00 $16.00 $20.00 $24.00 $28.00 $32.00 $36.00 $40.00
$60,000 ($30/hr.) $6.00 $12.00 $18.00 $24.00 $30.00 $36.00 $42.00 $48.00 $54.00 $60.00
$80,000 ($40/hr.) $8.00 $16.00 $24.00 $32.00 $40.00 $48.00 $56.00 $64.00 $72.00 $80.00
$100,000 ($50/hr.) $10.00 $20.00 $30.00 $40.00 $50.00 $60.00 $70.00 $80.00 $90.00 $100.00

\5{5150,000 ($75/hr.)

$15.00 $30.00 $45.00 $60.00 $75.00 $90.00 $105.00 $120.00 $135.00 $150.00/




Parish Staff

Rev. William E. Reynolds
Pastor

Kathy Hammerly

Pastoral Minister, Stewardship

B.A., Education, Central College
Certificate of Youth Ministry
Stewardship Institute Graduate
Lifelong member of the parish

Luke Gregory

Life Long Faith Formation

B.S., Physical Education,
Northern Michigan University
Member of the Parish since 2015

Emilee Steinbach

Youth Minister

St. Ambrose University
Lifelong member of the parish

Deacon Dan Goetz

Years of Service at Sacred Heart: 20 years

Years of Service at Sacred Heart: 1 year

B.A., Early Childhood Education/Special Education,

Years of Service at Sacred Heart: 1 year
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Virginia Bennett
Choir Director / Organist

Chris Basinger
Janitor

Ann Ratliff

Adpministrative Assistant

A. A., Commercial Art, DMACC
Certificate in Tax Preparation

Lifelong member of the parish

B Years of Service at Sacred Heart: 22 years

Renny Crawford

K-6 Faith Formation Coordinator

B.A., Public Service in Administration,
Towa State University

Member of St. Mary’s in Grinnell

Years of Service at Sacred Heart: 2 years

SHARE Preschool Staff

Lisa Marston Brooke Soppe

Chris Dunham
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Sacred Heart Catholic Church

Greetings from the Chancery
of the Diocese of Davenport

As fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, we are all called to serve one another ac-
cording to our gifts and abilities. On our website you will find a wealth of informa-
tion including references, policies, and documents for your use. My staff is also
here to assist you. Please feel free to contact them by phone, e-mail or in person.

Most Rev. Martin J. Amos,
Bishop of Davenport

Website for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Davenport: davenportdiocese.org

Sacred Heart Mission Statement

We, the members of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, as a caring Christian commu-
nity, help one another to live, to nurture, and to
celebrate God'’s gifts.

We encourage others on their faith
journeys to join us in giving witness to our
Catholic faith and to grow as disciples.

We celebrate the sacraments and re-
ceive the gift of grace to strengthen our faith
and to enrich our relationships with Christ and
his Church.

We gather together to pray, to worship,
to give thanks, to petition, to seek comfort, to
share joys and sorrows, and to experience
God’s love, joy, and peace.

1115 S. 8th Ave E.
PO Box 1478
Newton, IA 50208

Phone: 641-792-2050
Fax: 641-792-8639

E-mail: shnewton@jiowatelecom.net
Website: shcnewton.com




